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1. lntroduction

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to establish guidelines for a
partnership between the Green Water-lnfrastructure Academy (GWl Academy) and the
American Rainwater Catchment Systems Association (ARCSA) to build on each organization's
strength. As an outcome, GWI Academy and ARCSA wil l  str ive to develop and implement an
integrated "expert-based" and "service-based" framework of operation for information-
sharing and research within target locali t ies in the United States and other countries to
promote the sustainable use of rainwater.

GWI Academy's mission is to enhance human health and quali ty of l i fe in global urban
environments by promoting green water-infrastructure research, education and outreach
programs. Green water-infrastructure is defined as small-scale, decentralized water systems

that integrate locally available water and renewable energy resources for water treatment,

water delivery and use at the local level. GWI Academy's goals include providing f inancial

assistance to undergraduate and graduate students in the form of small grants and
fel lowships, and small grants to entit ies interested in conducting GWI research.

ARCSA was founded to promote rainwater catchment systems throughout the world. l ts
membership, found throughout the world, is a diverse group of water enthusiasts including
city, state, federal and international government off icials, academics, homeowners,
gardeners, manufacturers, suppliers, architects, landscape architects and consultants.
ARCSA's mission is to promote sustainable rainwater harvesting practices to help solve
potable, non-potable, stormwater and energy challenges throughout the world through
workshops, conferences, publications, dialog and information-sharing.

2. The Partnership
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A. Mutual benefit  can be derived from scholarly and professional interaction, co-

operative research and other forms of professional col laboration.
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The part ies regard the fol lowing areas of co-operat ion as desirable and

feasible:

Co-operation in research in specified areas of interest e.g. innovative

technologies for rainwater col lection, treatment and use, including

urban agriculture systems.
Co-operation in conducting training programs, short courses,
symposia and workshops.
Submission of joint GWI Academy-ARCSA proposal to external
funding agencies.
Establishment of col laborative fel lowships and scholarships in
rainwater interests.

3. Terms and Legal Effects

A. The terms of specif ic areas of co-operation shall  be further considered and
agreed upon in writ ing by the part ies prior to the init iat ion of any part icular

activity.
B. Any specif ic program wil l  be subject to mutual consent, availabi l i ty of funds

and approval of both part ies.

C. The part ies agree that this Memorandum of Understanding is not a formal
legal agreement giving rise to any legal relationship, r ights, duties or
consequences, but i t  is only a definite expression and record of the purpose of
the part ies to which the part ies are bound in honor only.

D. This Memorandum of Understanding shall  remain in effect for a period of two
(2) years from the date of signing and it may be renewed for a further two (2)
years by the mutual agreement of both part ies. The Memorandum can be
terminated at any t ime by either party upon provision of six (5) months written
notice to the other party. This Memorandum may be amended or modif ied at
any time by the mutual consent of the cO-operating institutions.

SIcNED for  and on behal f  o f

Green Water-l nfrastructure Academy America n Rainwater Catchment System
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